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ministries in order to keep it healthy and growing. Developed at Saddleback Church, this
completely customizable plan works for any church size and any denomination. Readers
answer 22 questions that help them understand their vision, the purpose of their ministry, and
how to connect members, grow numerically and spiritually, measure progress, develop
leaders, create opportunities to serve, and much more. By the time they're done, readers will
have developed their own personalized planner for the next year to 18 months so that they can
feel prepared, confident, and purposeful about their small group ministry.

Related with Planning Growth In Your Church: Evangelism, Caring,
Worship, Education, Service, Administration
Planning Growth in Your Church-Duncan McIntosh 1983 This practical manual provides
the most complete information available for developing and implementing a successful growth
program with purposeful ministry.

Planning Strategies for World Evangelization-Edward R. Dayton 2003-12-24
Growth by Accident, Death by Planning-Church Health LLC 2010-10-01 It is a familiar
experience. A congregation that had been growing in numbers and spiritual vitality reaches a
plateau and then begins to decline. Most of the time, the plateau occurs long before the
church arrives at the optimum number of members it hoped to attract. What has happened
here? Why does growth slow down, stop, and then decline? The real question to ask, says Bob
Whitesel, is why the church grew in the first place. Most of the time young, growing churches
make a series of decisions based not upon careful planning and analysis, but rather upon
necessity and intuition. Thus these decisions are not planned strategies, but strategies that
often occur by accident, owing their genesis to circumstance. These unplanned strategic
decisions are driven not by knowledge, but often simply by the church's environment. When
that growth slows, these same churches begin to engage in more careful planning. The
problem is that this planning so often ignores the considerations and decisions that led to the
church's growth to begin with. The result is stagnation and eventual decline. In the plain,
direct style that is his hallmark, Whitesel lays out where churches go wrong in their planning
for growth and how they can correct themselves. He does so by looking at three related
phenomena: first, the factors that cause initial growth; second, the erroneous decisions that
lead to getting stuck on the plateau; and finally, corrective steps that churches can take to
regain growth and vitality.

Church Growth Bulletin-McGavran Dona 1977-05

What Every Pastor Should Know-Gary L. McIntosh 2013-04-15 Pastors and church leaders
are constantly faced with strategic questions. How much staff does the church need? How
many workers are needed in the nursery this month? When is the right time to start a second
worship service? How many people should we train for evangelism this year? How does
seating and parking impact worship attendance? When church leaders have questions about
planning, running, or growing their churches, they need answers fast! What Every Pastor
Should Know offers pastors and leaders 101 valuable rules and "sacred" laws to help answer
real-life ministry questions. From advertising to facilities to visitation, this valuable book
offers the practical help that leaders need, just when they need it most. This comprehensive
guide will become one of the most valuable books in a leader's library. Never again will they
wonder if they based critical decisions on the right information. They'll get the answers
they're looking for all in one place.

How to do Mission Action Planning-Mike Chew 2016-06-16 How to Do Mission Action
Planning (SPCK, 2009) was the first book to appear on the MAP process, at a time when it was
beginning to have a significant impact. In this fully revised and expanded edition, the authors
offer further critical evaluation and theological reflection, by drawing on the experiences of
people who have been using the MAP process in different contexts from their own: Fr Damian
Feeney, parish priest and Catholic Missioner of Lichfield diocese Canon David Banbury, leader
of Parish Mission Support, Blackburn diocese The Rt Revd Dr Alan Smith, Bishop of St Albans
Dr Stephen Hance, Canon Missioner of Southwark diocese Linda Rayner, the United Reformed
Church co-ordinator for Fresh Expressions ‘This is a rare book – a refreshing meditation on
planning for mission – and one that is rooted in spirituality. As the authors show, the church
and its mission arise from our vision of God. And once that vision has been realised, churches
are able to become more intentional about their mission. Our vocation to share God’s love is
not an option or an afterthought. It is the heart and soul of our faith. Mission – and our
planning of it – should not fill us with fear or foreboding. Rather, as the authors argue, the call
to share God’s love can be evermore meaningful, even as mission becomes more methodical.’
The Very Revd Prof. Martyn Percy, Dean of Christ Church, Oxford ‘This is a must-read for
anyone using MAP. The rich theological reflection, the detailed unpacking of the 4 MAP
phases and the learning offered by the 5 guest practitioners add up to an impressive offering.
This book enables good questions to be asked, overflows with wise reflection and contains
oodles of practical examples, ideas and resources. I commend it to all local church leaders
who are seeking to discern how best to translate the prayer ‘your kingdom come’ into
appropriate church and congregational action.’ John Dunnett, General Director, CPAS 'This
timely revision is honest, well researched and carefully put together - an important
contribution to the necessary change of culture required in today's Church.' Julian Henderson,
Bishop of Blackburn

Simple Church-Thom S. Rainer 2011-06 Now in paperback, muti-awarded national hit Simple
Church shares a clear message from case studies of 400 North American congregations:
Church is done best when it's kept simple.

Growing Your Church Through Evangelism and Outreach-Marshall Shelley 1999-01-14
Rookies may be fun to watch, but there is no substitute for experience. When the pressure
mounts, you go with the veteran. That's why Growing Your Church Through Evangelism and
Outreach can be such a vital resource. It is written by pastors and church leaders who spend
their lives looking outward and helping others do the same.

Smart Church Management: A Quality Approach to Church Administraton-Patricia S.
Lotich 2020-01-17 Church leaders understand that managing the day-to-day operations of a
church can be challenging because of limited resources, managing volunteer labor, and
supporting the needs of the congregation. Smart Church Management: A Quality Approach to
Church Administration, Third Edition is an updated guide for managing the resources of a
church - which is people, time and money. This book provides tools and examples for decision
making and problem-solving for church administration that is easy to understand and more
importantly, quick to implement! This book also includes discussion questions to provoke
thought and discussion for church teams. This book is ideal for ministry students, church
boards, church leadership and church administrators.

The Purpose Driven Church-Rick Warren 2007-09-04 Every church is driven by something.
Tradition, finances, programs, personalities, events, seekers, and even buildings can each be
the controlling force in a church. But Rick Warren believers that in order for a church to be
healthy if must become a purpose driven church by Jesus. Now the founding pastor of
Saddleback Church shares a proven five-part strategy that will enable your church to grow. . .Warmer through fellowship - Deeper through discipleship - Stronger through worship Broader through ministry - Larger through evangelism. Discover the same practical insights
and principles for growing a healthy church that Rick has taught in seminars to over 22,000
pastors and church leaders from sixty denominations and forty-two countries. The Purpose
Driven Church® shifts the focus away from church building programs to emphasizing a
people-building process. Warren says, "If you will concentrate on building people, God will
build the church."

Evangelism Outside the Box-Rick Richardson 2009-10-25 It used to be that providing clear
evidence for the resurrection of Jesus or the reliability of the Bible was a pretty effective way
to reach people with the Good News. But today, many folks think all truth is relative, even our
historical and scientific data about Christianity. So how can we reach them? We need new
ways of telling people the old, old story. We need to look again at our usual mental habits if
we want to reach people who have a brand new mindset of their own. We need to get outside
the box of ideas and practices that are sacred to us but are not sacred to God. That's what
Rick Richardson's book is all about. Here are fresh perspectives on relying on the Holy Spirit,
awakening spiritual interest in others, appealing to what they value (instead of what we think
they should value) and leading them into a transforming experience with God. Also included is
Richardson's Circles of Belonging, a new, straightforward presentation of the message of
Jesus (yes, it can even be sketched out on a napkin!) that is true to Scripture and true to the
new way people live and think. As an experienced evangelist and leader of evangelism
programs, Richardson offers in this helpful book the principles and practices that will help us
all grow in love for--and communicate effectively with--people who need Jesus.

Strategies for Church Growth-C. Peter Wagner 2010-01-01 Why Plan Strategy? Is church
growth theory incompatible with belief in the sovereignty of God? Does adherence to church
growth principles leave out dependency upon the work of the Holy Spirit? C. Peter Wagner
answers no to both questions. He further believes that no task could be more crucial than
fulfilling the Great Commission in our generation, and how to approach and plan for the
execution of this task is the questions of the day. Strategies for Church Growth addresses this
key issue in a biblically pragmatic way. It brings together for the first time many principles of
evangelism and missions which have proved, through recent research and experience, to be
effective in implementing the Great Commission. It also unifies, in concise form, the latest
research of the Church Growth Movement, the Lausanne Committee on World Evangelization,
the U.S. Center for World Mission and numerous other key contributors to the recent
explosion of evangelistic technology. Among the topics explored are: - the major components
of strategy - choosing the appropriate strategy - advantages of having a strategy - the theology
of church growth - the harvest principle and soil testing - why you should aim for church
growth - characteristics of good goals - the meaning of mission and evangelism - how to target
your outreach

The Master Plan of Evangelism, Second Edition, Abridged-Robert Coleman 2006-04
"Few books have had as great an impact on the cause of world evangelization in our
generation as Robert Coleman's "The Master Plan of Evangelism.""--Billy Graham It all started
when Jesus called a few men to follow him and share God's message with their neighbors. We
are called to do the same. But evangelism can be difficult--even intimidating. With all the
evangelism resources available, where should you turn to find advice on how to share the
Good News with others? Robert E. Coleman says the answers aren't found in TV evangelism,
easy-evangelism guidebooks, or the latest marketing techniques. Rather, he looks to the Bible,
to the ultimate example found in Jesus Christ. For more than forty years this classic, biblical
look at evangelism has challenged and instructed over three million readers. Now repackaged
for a new generation, "The Master Plan of Evangelism" is as fresh and relevant as ever. Join
the movement and discover how you can minister to the people God brings into your life.

Your Church Can Grow-C. Peter Wagner 2001-01-11 Is your church healthy and growing or
stagnant and dying? If your church is afflicted with remnant theology, spiritual naval gazing,
pastoral timidity, hyper-cooperativism, or terminal ethnikitis, changes are it's already dying on
the vine. On the other hand, if your church is growing it's probably ad healthy church.
"Healthy churches, like healthy people," says the author, "exhibit certain vital signs." Wagner
has his own list of 7 "signs" that lead can be taken as leading to good health and gives many
illustrations of churches that exhibit and/or don't exhibit those signs. - Back cover.

God Gave the Growth-Susan Brown Snook 2015-06 • Practical and theoretical instruction for
mainline church planting • Written specifically for the Episcopal Church, but with mainline
applications, by a well-known, widely respected author The Episcopal Church has recognized
that planting new churches is a high priority through the Mission Enterprise Zones initiative,
which provides grant funding for new worshiping communities, in partnership with dioceses.
While there is significant literature and training available for church planters in evangelical
contexts, very little is available for planters in the Episcopal/mainline context. This book
addresses how to rise up and train leaders for the difficult task of planting new churches in
the twenty-first century. It answers the essential questions, such as why should we plant
churches, what models of church planting are most successful, what kinds of leaders are
necessary, and what problems can be expected. Through the author’s personal experience and
interviews with diocesan experts and leaders in mainline denominations, it provides

Planning Small Groups with Purpose-Steve Gladen 2018-07-03 Small groups are a great
way to promote the spiritual formation of church attendees. But leading them well can be hard
work, especially if you don't have a plan. This practical resource helps pastors and small
group point people develop and implement a 12- to 18-month strategic plan for their
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strategies, approaches, and problem-solving techniques.

Building a Contagious Church-Mark Mittelberg 2000 This book will give vision for turning
every church--new or old--into a contagious church that is a powerful magnet for attracting
and influencing unchurched people.

Ignite-Nelson Searcy 2009-10-01 Ignite is the ultimate how-to book for church leaders who
want to reach more people for Jesus Christ. Pastor and founder of Church Leader Insights,
Nelson Searcy, will provide practical, inventive guidelines for bringing first-time guests
through the doors. This book sets forth a step-by-step, biblically grounded, proven plan for
creating immediate church growth by utilizing a "Big Day" to mobilize the church for
evangelism. This user-friendly guide will show church leaders what they need to do to reach
the unchurched in their communities and break through the debilitating growth barriers that
are holding them back. Through the inspiration of testimonies and stories, combined with the
down-to-earth, applicable teaching that Searcy readers have come to expect and appreciate,
Ignite will give church leaders the tools they desperately need to reach and keep modernminded, unchurched people to create and sustain growth momentum.

Unbinding Your Church-Martha Grace Reese 2008-01-01 Pastors are busy. This collection of
fully integrated resources will help your church work and pray through the Unbinding the
Gospel Series. Included are step-by-step planning tools as well as worship resources to allow
you--the pastor--to spend time on prayer, teaching, and working directly with others in your
church. The planning tools include calendars, checklists for church staff, weekly scripture tieins, sample church newsletter campaigns, diagrams, simple to elaborate E-vent planning
suggestions, web site ideas, specific lesson plans, and much much more. Worship resources
include sermons, prayers, and forms that have been placed on the Web for FREE with easy
access and downloads. Change Habits, Not Just Minds. From the Unbinding the Gospel Series.

Wisdom from Lyle E. Schaller-Lyle E Schaller 2012 Practical lessons and timeless advise
for every church leader, from the original, one-and-only Lyle Schaller.

Guidelines for Leading Your Congregation 2013-2016 - Evangelism-General Board Of
Discipleship 2012-11-01 Evangelism is vital to the disciple-making process because it is a
primary ministry of sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ. Evangelism is more than just one
individual talking about faith; it is a ministry of the whole church that develops a church
“lifestyle” of welcome, invitation, and support. This Guideline is designed to help equip you in
leading this ministry group in your congregation. This is one of the twenty-six Guidelines that
cover church leadership areas including Church Council and Small Membership Church; the
administrative areas of Finance and Trustees; and ministry areas focused on nurture,
outreach, and witness including Worship, Stewardship, Christian Education, age-level
ministries, Communications, and more. To see a full list of Guidelines, search by typing
keywords: “Guidelines for Leading Your Congregation 2013-2016,” and click “search”.

The Renegade Pastor-Nelson Searcy 2013-09-03 Break out of the trap of average and
pursue God's best for your ministry. The average church in America is declining by 9% every
year, is behind on budget, and is unable to move forward with the kingdom plans God has in
store. The average pastor is stressed out and struggling to maintain healthy relationships and
life balance. But while the cycle of average is strong, there is a way to overcome its pull and
step into a life of impact and excellence. Drawing from Nelson Searcy's decades of ministry
experience, The Renegade Pastor is a relevant, step-by-step resource for church leaders who
are ready to step up in surrender to the pursuit of God's best for his or her life and work.
Addresses issues of personal and professional growth including: -Managing Stress -Controlling
Emotions -Dealing with Criticism -Setting Godly Goals -Planning with Purpose -Establishing
Healthy Friendships -Developing Strong Church Systems -Personally Honoring the Sabbath Becoming a Better Spouse and Parent

The Disciples in the Pacific Southwest Region-Edwin C. Linberg 2009-11 The life and
ministry of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in The Pacific Southwest Region from
1955 into 2009 is chronicled in this book.

The Purpose Driven Life-Rick Warren 2012-10-23 The New York Times #1 bestselling book
by Pastor Rick Warren that helps you understand and live out the purpose of your life. Before
you were born, God already planned your life. God longs for you to discover the life he
uniquely created you to live--here on earth, and forever in eternity. Let The Purpose Driven
Life show you how. As one of the bestselling nonfiction books in history, with more than 35
million copies sold, The Purpose Driven Life is far more than just a book; it's the road map for
your spiritual journey. A journey that will transform your life. Designed to be read in 42 days,
each chapter provides a daily meditation and practical steps to help you discover and live out
your purpose, starting with exploring three of life's most pressing questions: The Question of
Existence: Why am I alive? The Question of Significance: Does my life matter? The Question of
Purpose: What on earth am I here for? The book also includes links to 3-minute video
introductions and a 30- to 40-minute audio Bible study message for each chapter. Plus
questions for further study and additional resources. The Purpose Driven Life is available in
audiobook, ebook, softcover, and hardcover editions. Also available: The Purpose Driven Life
video study and study guide, journal, devotional, book for kids, book for churches, Spanish
edition, Large Print edition, and more.

Dying to Grow-Nathan Lorick 2014-02-21 Never before have we seen the church degenerate
at such a rapid pace. This is largely due to the church pursuing congregational growth instead
of kingdom growth. The church is dying because our growth isn’t based on strategies to reach
the lost with the gospel. The time to change is now, we can’t wait any longer. People’s
eternities are at stake. What is your church’s priority? Are you more concerned with filling
your building or furthering the Kingdom? This book will challenge you to evaluate just how
important gospel-based evangelism is to you and your church, and call on you to restore an
intentional evangelism strategy within the body. Hell will tremble when churches once again
make evangelism the central theme of their strategy.

An Introduction to Ministry-Ian S. Markham 2016-01-05 An Introduction to Ministry is a
comprehensive and ecumenical introduction to the craft of ministry for ministers, pastors, and
priests that make up the mainline denominations in the United States. Ecumenically-focused,
It offers a grounded account of ministry, covering ï¿1⁄2areas such as vocation, congregational
leadership, and cultivation of skills for an effective ministry. Covers the key components of the
M.Div. curriculum, offering a map and guide to the central skills and issues in training
Explores the areas of vocation, skills for ministry, and issues around congregational
leadership Each topic ends with an annotated bibliography providing an indispensable
gateway to further study Helps students understand both the distinctive approach of their
denomination and the relationship of that approach to other mainline denominations
Advocates and defends a generous understanding of the Christian tradition in its openness
and commitment to broad conversation

Yearbook of the American Baptist Churches in the U.S.A.-American Baptist Churches in
the U.S.A. 1984

The Call- 2019-04-04 Join me in an adventure of moving a local church in western
Pennsylvania from the traditional 1950’s style to a 21st century missions-minded
contemporary congregation. In The Call you’ll find insights into the challenges of leading a
church into uncharted waters, through the biblical teaching of effective evangelism and
discipleship. Discover how the Bible, vision, creativity, teamwork, and more, relate to today’s
postmodern churches. You are invited to share in the surprising love of God found just a few
miles northeast of the city of Pittsburgh PA. The Call will encourage your congregation,
regardless of your size. The Call encourages us to build a church on the foundation of
scripture and address her specific needs. With resolve and perseverance, we can minister
successfully to REACH, TOUCH, and BLESS our spheres of influence for Christ!

God's Plan for the Family-Minister Baines Sr 2007-07 Have you ever wonder what or why
you here? Why does certain things take place in your life? Then this book will help you to get a
better understanding that all that we go through is no accident but it's all been plan
predestined.

Organic Outreach for Churches-Kevin G. Harney 2018-05-22 Nearly all churches and
ministries consider themselves dedicated to evangelism, and many explicitly include outreach
in their mission statements. But few are actually bearing fruit. Kevin Harney diagnoses this
problem and offers guidance for multiplying the outreach impact of churches. Organic
Outreach for Churches provides direction for local congregations to weave evangelism into
the fabric of the church. Commitment to the Great Commission is not simply about sending
money and prayers to missions or holding occasional events to reach out (although these
things are good). Organic outreach happens when evangelistic vision and action become the
domain of every ministry and the commitment of every person in the congregation. This will
not happen accidentally. There is huge spiritual and practical resistance to such changes. But
the only way evangelism will become an organic part of a church is when every leader and
each member is gripped by a commitment to proclaiming the gospel. This book is a roadmap
for pastors and leaders who wish to infuse evangelistic passion into every aspect of their
church's life.

What Makes Churches Grow?-Jackson Bob 2015-07-02 Explores a variety of growing
churches to identify what is making the difference between them and churches which are
static or declining. In addition to numerical growth, it asks how we measure spiritual growth
and identifies the signs of spiritual vitality, laying a practical and theological foundation for
continued growth into the future.

The Impact of Church Consultancy-Ian G. Duncum 2019-01-14 This book follows the
journey of ten churches who underwent church consultancies, and explores in depth both the
consultancy and its outcomes. Pre-consultancy and post-consultancy “snapshots,” four to five
years apart, of vitality indicators and attendance figures (using National Church Life Survey
and other data) are used to compare these with churches that have not undertaken church
consultancies. Theologies of church consultancy, church health, and church growth are also
developed and examined, intersecting with a wide body of literature, including contemporary
ecclesiologies. Consultancy outcomes are examined in detail. This includes interviews with
pastors of some of those churches, reflecting on their perceptions of whether and how the
church consultancy impacted the health and growth of their church. Conclusions are drawn
about the efficacy of church consultancy in influencing the health and growth of churches, as
well as contexts for the best use of church consultancy. This is a significant book for
denominational leaders, theological lecturers, pastors, and church leaders as they encounter
lack of health in churches and seek ways forward for greater health and impact in their local
communities.

The Heart of the Gospel-Robert E. Coleman 2011-05-01 For more than forty years, Robert
E. Coleman's bestselling The Master Plan of Evangelism has been the standard in evangelism
literature. But what is the theology behind evangelism? And why is it important for Christians
to understand? The Heart of the Gospel offers a systematic theology of evangelism that will
ground and inform our practice of spreading the Good News. Each chapter covers a major
biblical doctrine, explains its various evangelical interpretations, treats misconceptions that
adversely affect evangelism, and offers practical applications of the doctrine. Based on
decades of classroom teaching, this comprehensive work is aimed at ministry readers
interested in evangelism and outreach.

The Pastor-evangelist in Worship- 1986-01-01 The role of the pastor as worship leader and
preacher takes on additional significance when viewed in the context of evangelism. Building
on the foundation laid in his earlier book The Pastor as Evangelist, Richard Stoll Armstrong
provides practical, down-to-earth guidance for the minister who wants to participate more
fully in the church's mission of evangelism.
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Technicolor-Mark Hearn 2017-06-01 By the year 2050, the United States will no longer have
a majority ethnic group. The nation's population will be majority-minority. This future
nationwide reality has already been a present reality in several cities, including many in the
urban south, for nearly a decade. In a 2011 State of the City Address, the mayor of pastor and
author Mark Hearn's city said there were fifty-seven languages spoken at the local high
school. Hearn left asking himself, How should our church respond? In the years that have
followed, a phenomenal transformation has taken place. This transition has been chronicled in
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the Gwinnet Daily Post, the Christian Index, the Wall Street Journal, LifeWay's Facts and
Trends, and the Atlanta Magazine. Now, Hearn shares the life-changing story through his own
lens. By reading his firsthand experience of this transition as a pastor, you too can be
equipped to make the shift to church in technicolor.

Minutes of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of
America- 1920

Basic Business Principles for Growing Churches-Arnold Cirtin 2006 Pastors are schooled
in theology and ministry, but few receive training in the fine points of church administration.
Learning how to handle a congregation's finances "on the job" can be a harrowing experience.
Yet efficiently managing your church's business affairs is a key element in keeping current
members satisfied with their pastoral leadership -- and in attracting the new members you
need for your church to grow in size and influence. In Basic Business Principles For Growing
Churches, Arnold Cirtin shares expertise gained from more than four decades of corporate
and academic experience. He provides a clear and helpful primer for pastors with limited
training in business administration on such practical topics as accounting, fiscal management,
and marketing. This is an indispensable book for pastors of small- and medium-sized churches
(who typically are also their congregations' principal financial officers), as well as for church
treasurers, trustees, and other financial board members. When you follow the guidelines in
Basic Business Principles For Growing Churches, your church will be fiscally responsible,
managed efficiently, and able to maximize its growing stewardship of God's resources. Arnold
Cirtin is professor emeritus of accounting at Ball State University, and is a certified public
accountant (CPA) in the states of Indiana and California. Cirtin is the author of Principles of
Accounting Study Guide, as well as numerous articles in professional journals.

Planting Growing Churches for the 21st Century-Aubrey Malphurs 2004-10-01 If the
church is to thrive in the twenty-first century, it will have to take on a new form as it ministers
to the 120 million unchurched people in the United States. Planting Growing Churches for the
21st Century is still virtually the only available text on church planting in North America and
beyond. In this third edition, readers will find material on the importance of healthy, biblical
change in our churches, updated appendixes, insight on our postmodern ministry context, and
strategies for reaching new population demographics such as Generations X and Y. Pastors,
ministry leaders, and church planters will find the information and advice found in this book
invaluable as they carry out their ministries.

Minutes - United Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A.-United Presbyterian Church in the
U.S.A. General Assembly 1920 Vol. for 1958 includes also the Minutes of the final General
Assembly of the United Presbyterian Church of North America and the minutes of the final
General Assembly of the Presbyteruan Church in the U.S.A.

Minutes of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United StatesPresbyterian Church in the U.S. General Assembly 1920
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